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Art Unit: 2629 

DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, 
in claim 1, lines 11-12, "one display device has an accommodating section formed 
at each of four corners thereof to accommodate a part of the coupling section", 
in claim 6, lines 5-8, "a first supporting member engaged in the groove and sliding 
along the groove; a coupling member rotatably connected to the first supporting 
member; and a second supporting member rotatably connected to the coupling 
member and further supporting the one display device" must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 



Application/Control Number: 10/539,083 
Art Unit: 2629 



Page 3 



Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sail (US Patent 6,859219). 

As to claim 1, Sail discloses a display system comprising: two display devices 
(figs. 2, 5A, col. 3, lines 18-25); 

a coupling section (figs. 5B(502, 504), 6A(602, 604)) for coupling the two display 
devices such that one display device can be displaced relative to the other display 
device (col. 7, lines 29-45); 

a detection section for detecting a value by which a position of the one display 
device relative to the other display device can be identified (fig. 10(1006), col. 8, lines 
11-31); and 
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a display control section for generating an image to be displayed on at least the 
one display device, based on the position detected by the detection section (fig. 10, col. 
8, lines 31-36, 45-54, 63-65), 

wherein the one display device displays the image generated by the display 
control section (fig. 10(1012), col. 8, lines 31-36), and 

the one display device has an accommodating section formed at one corner to 
accommodate a part of the coupling section (fig. 2(202, 204)). 

Sail does not explicitly teach the one display device has an accommodating 
section formed at each of four corners thereof to accommodate a part of the coupling 
section. 

However, it is an obvious design choice to make one display device that has an 
accommodating section formed at one corner to make a duplicate at each of four 
corners thereof to accommodate a part of the coupling section for more displays. 

As to claim 2, Sail teaches a display system wherein the display control section 
generates a first image and a second image by the display control section and one 
image is displayed across two display devices (col. 4, lines 47-50). 

Sail does not specifically teach a display system where the display control 
section generates a first image representing a map of a predetermined area and 
asecond image representing a map of an area surrounding the predetermined area. 

However, it is obvious that the display control section of Sairs display system 
would be able to generate a first image representing a map of a predetermined area 
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and a second map image representing a map of an area surrounding the predetermined 
area and the images of the predetermined area would be displayed by the display 
devices. 

As to claim 4, Sail teaches a display system where the coupling section is 
provided to a side of one display device (figs. 5B(502, 504)). 

Sail does not teach a display system wherein the coupling section is provided to 
a backside of either the one or the other display device. 

However, it is an obvious design choice to make a display system wherein the 
coupling section is provided to a backside of either the one or the other display device 
so as to couple the display devices such that either the other or the one display device 
can be fixed. 

As to claim 5, Sail teaches a display system where the coupling section couples 
the display devices such that display sides of the one and the other display devices can 
be fixed facing in substantially a same direction (figs. 5B(502, 504), fig. 6B, fig. 7). 

As to claim 8, Sail discloses a display system wherein the coupling section 
includes: a guide section (figs. 2, 5B(202, 204)) comprised in the one display device and 
having a groove formed therein which extends in substantially a same direction as a 
direction of one side of one display device; and a slide section comprised in the other 
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display device and sliding along the groove (fig. 2(202, 204), col. 3, lines 18-34). 

As to claim 13, Sail discloses a display system comprising: two display devices 
(fig 2, 5A, col. 3, lines 18-25); 

a coupling section for coupling the two display devices such that one display 
device can be displaced relative to the other display device (fig 7-8, col. 7, lines 29-45); 

a detection section for detecting a value by which a position of the one display 
device relative to the other display device can be identified (fig. 10(1006), col. 8, lines 
11-31); and 

a display control section for generating an image to be displayed on at least the 
one display device, based on the position detected by the detection section (fig. 10, col. 
8, lines 31-36, 45-54, 63-65), 

wherein the one display device displays the image generated by the display 
control section (fig. 10(1012), col. 8, lines 31-36). 

Sail does not specifically teach a coupling section for coupling the two display 
devices such that one display device can be automatically displaced relative to the other 
display device. 

However, it would be an obvious design choice to have a coupling section for 
coupling the two display devices such that one display device can be automatically 
displaced relative to the other display device. 
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4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sail (US 
Patent 6,859219) in view of Hartman (US Patent 6,067,78). 

As to claim 3, Sail discloses a display system wherein the display control section 
generates an image that is displayed across two display devices (col. 4, lines 47-50). 

Sail does not teach a display system wherein the display system is installed in a 
vehicle, and the display control section generates an image at least for a passenger in 
the vehicle. 

Hartman teaches display screen that is viewable by a passenger (fig. 2, abstract, 
col. 2, lines 54-57). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to combine Hartman's duel screen display device with Sail's multiple display 
apparatus in order to make a flexible display device which is installed in a vehicle and 
the display control section generates an image at least for a passenger in the vehicle. 

5. Claims 6 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sail (US Patent 6,859219) in view of Minami et al. (US Patent 6,967,632). 

As to claim 6, Sail discloses a display system where the display control section 
generates an image that is displayed across two display devices (col. 4, lines 47-50). 

Sail does not teach a display system wherein the other display device has a 
groove of a predetermined shape formed in a backside thereof, the coupling section 
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includes: a first supporting member engaged in the groove and sliding along the groove; 
a coupling member rotatably connected to the first supporting member; and a second 
supporting member rotatably connected to the coupling member and further supporting 
the one display device. 

Minami et al. teaches a display system where one display device has a groove of 
a predetermined shape formed on the side (fig. 22A(62d)) thereof, the coupling section 
includes: 

a first supporting member (fig. 22B(64f)) engaged in the groove and sliding along 
the groove (fig. 22B(62d)); 

a coupling member (fig. 22A(65)) rotatably connected to the first supporting 
member (fig. 22B(64f)); and 

a second supporting member (fig. 22A(66)) rotatably connected to the coupling 
member (fig. 22A(65)) and further supporting the one display device (fig. 22A(4)). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the idea of Minami et al. of supporting monitor into Sail's display 
system in order to make a display system where a display device has a groove of a 
predetermined shape formed in a backside thereof, the coupling section includes:a first 
supporting member engaged in the groove and sliding along the groove; a coupling 
member rotatably connected to the first supporting member; and a second supporting 
member rotatably connected to the coupling member and further supporting the one 
display device. 
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As to claim 9, Sail teaches a display system where the display control section 
generates an image that is displayed across two display devices (col. 4, lines 47-50). 

Sail does not teach a display system wherein the coupling section further 
includes a rotation section comprised at a midpoint of the guide section. 

Minami et al. discloses a display system wherein the coupling section (fig. 
22A(65)) further includes a rotation section (fig. 22A(69)) comprised at a midpoint of the 
guide section (fig. 22A(62)), and the rotation section (fig. 22A(69)) allows a part of the 
guide section to rotate relative to end points of a rest part of the guide section (fig. 
22A(62)). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the idea of Minami et al. of supporting monitor into Sail's display 
system in order to make a display system wherein the coupling section further includes 
a rotation section comprised at a midpoint of the guide section, and the rotation section 
allows a part of the guide section to rotate relative to end points of a rest part of the 
guide section. 

As to claim 10, Sail discloses a display device to rotate in a first direction along a 
display side of either the other or the one display device (fig. 5A). 

Sail does not teach a display system wherein the coupling section includes first 
and second supporting members comprised in the one and the other display devices, 
and the first and second supporting members are coupled together. 
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Minami et al. discloses a display system wherein the coupling section includes 
first and second supporting members comprised in the one and the other display 
devices (fig. 22A). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the idea of Minami et al. of supporting monitor into Sail's display 
system in order to make a display system wherein the coupling section includes first 
and second supporting members comprised in the one and the other display devices, 
and the first and second supporting members are coupled together, and allow either the 
one or the other display device to rotate in a first direction along a display side of either 
the other or the one display device. 

As to claim 1 1 , Sail teaches a display system wherein the first and second 
supporting members further allow either the one or the other display device to rotate in 
a second direction vertical to the first direction (figs. 5A, 6B(604, 608)). 

As to claim 12, Sail discloses a display system wherein the coupling section 
includes first and second supporting members comprised in the one and the other 
display devices, and the first and second supporting members are coupled together, 
and allow either the one or the other display device to rotate in a first direction vertical to 
a display side of either the other or the one display device (fig. 1 ). 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Afroza Y. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1543. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 EST, 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amare Mengistu can be reached on 571-272-7674. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AC 

10/11/2007 
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